
THE KEY TO KNOWLEDGE
“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge.”

(Luke 11:52)
The experts in the law did not believe in Jesus, nor follow Him.  Further, they tried to hinder

those who did follow Jesus.  The influence of these  “experts in the law” resulted in taking away the
key to knowledge.  What does this mean?

WHAT IS THE “KEY TO KNOWLEDGE”?
# I”m not certain that I have the answer but let’s at least try to understand.
# Certainly the “key to knowledge” is not understanding Greek and Hebrew, for these experts

in the law undoubtedly new more about these ancient languages than anyone does today.
# Nor was the “key to knowledge” intellectual ability. How could these experts in the law  take

that away?
# Nor was the key to knowledge access to information from learned teachers and

commentaries.  Again, to take this away would have been beyond their power.
# I believe the “key to knowledge” involves a humble and submissive heart.  That, by their

arrogant attitude and example, these experts in the law could take away!
THE GOOD EXAMPLE OF KING SOLOMON

King Solomon was a very wise man.   “He spoke three thousand proverbs and his
songs numbered a thousand and five.  He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon
to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and
fish.  Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the
world, who had heard of his wisdom.  (I King 4:32-34)   This great wisdom and knowledge, as
you know, came from God and the “key” to obtaining it  was Solomon’s child like humility.
Remember his prayer: “. . . I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my
duties.  Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too
numerous to count or number.  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your
people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great
people of yours?”  (I King 3:7-9) 

THE BAD EXAMPLE OF THE PHARISEE
“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on

everybody else, Jesus told this parable:” (Luke 18:9) It was, as you know, the parable of the
Pharisee and the tax collector.  The Pharisee was proud of his holiness, fasting, and tithing.  The
tax collector was so ashamed and humble that he would not even look up into heaven.  It was the
tax collector who had the “key” to justification, because  God resists the proud and gives grace to
the humble (1 Pet. 5:5).  

GOD GIVES WISDOM TO THOSE WHO ADMIT THAT THEY LACK IT
The book of James teaches that the “key” to receiving wisdom from God is the humility to

admit that you lack it.  Note: “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  (James 1:5)  Every parent
has had the experience of hearing a child say “I know daddy”, or “I know mommie”.  Such pride
prevents them from learning.   Parental wisdom is best received when the child is willing, like
Solomon, to admit ignorance and ask for help.  This is also true of God’s wisdom.

Remember that “the full riches of complete understanding” and “all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge” are in Christ (Col. 2:2 - 3)   The “key” to getting into Christ is to be humble like a
little child (Matt. 18:3).  When we think that we are standing, we need to take heed lest we fall.  It
was Peter’s cocky self confidence that caused him to deny Christ three times.  It is our cocky self
confidence that will also lead to spiritual ignorance and failure.  Further, if those whom we influence
follow our example - then we too shall be taking away from them the “key to knowledge”.  Let’s
humbly say with Solomon - “I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties”.


